
online at http://wp.me/p25PD2-3w • This material may be freely copied and distributed • August, 2012 

URC Psalmody: Discussing the union of text and music in the singing of God’s Word • http://urcpsalmody.wordpress.com/ 

From the Archives of URC Psalmody: 
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by Michael R. Kearney • February 24th, 2012 

If you subscribe to Christian Renewal magazine, you may have recently read about a group called 

“The Psalm Project.”  Led by Dutch composer Eelco Vos, these musicians recently toured the Great 

Lakes area, performing psalms set to modern music.  Though their style is definitely contemporary, 

the melodies of the music are based on the original Genevan Psalter tunes corresponding to each 

psalm!  Apparently, The Psalm Project’s work has been enthusiastically received in certain Reformed 

circles, like the Christian Reformed Church and the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship.i 

Whether or not The Psalm Project’s arrangements should be incorporated into congregational wor-

ship could be a matter of great controversy in the Reformed arena.  But I don’t think this goal is what 

Eelco Vos and his musicians had in mind.  Rather, it seems to me that the mission of The Psalm Pro-

ject is to expand the reach of the psalms from worship into every area of life.  By setting the psalms 

to contemporary texts and tunes, they can reach believers and unbelievers alike, in settings outside 

church gatherings, with the message of God’s Word. 

This same approach has been proposed by others in the Reformed community, such as Calvin 

Seerveld.  A long-time influential figure in Christian Reformed circles (and, incidentally, a former or-

ganist here in West Sayville), Seerveld has authored many contemporary adaptations of psalm texts 

for the 1987 CRC Psalter Hymnal.  I’m not convinced that all of his psalm adaptations are Scripturally 

accurate, but the following argument is a significant one: 

[Seerveld] believes that bringing the psalms back into public life would remedy the current 

“weakness of biblical consciousness.  There is so little, if any, common song (much less psalms!) 

among followers of Christ.  ‘Amazing Grace,’ the doxology, and ‘Silent Night’ are probably about 

the most Christians could muster to sing impromptu without printed notes (not counting the Bi-

ble choruses). 

“We need to start way back and have leaders fall in love with the psalms, get current language, 

recite certain psalms, exercise certain tunes, and then—after a generation?—they may begin to 

live in our voices,” Seerveld says. 

He hopes that the Voicing God’s Psalms book and CD will inspire ordinary and younger believers 

to start reading the psalms for devotions, using them in Bible studies and outreach programs, 

and sharing the CD at hospitals, nursing homes, and on military bases. 

“If believers ask their pastors to give attention to the psalms, and then if pastors and music lead-

ers show they do take God’s psalms to heart, not just as token items in a Sunday liturgy, then 

maybe the CD and careful translations will endear the psalms to God’s people and the curious 

disbelievers,” Seerveld says.ii 
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Again, as URCNA members holding to a more traditional Reformed perspective, we may be inclined 

to shy away from the modern sound and idiomatic language of the settings of Eelco Vos and Cal 

Seerveld.  I’m not making an argument for bringing this style of song into congregational 

ship.iii  But could it be that this perspective—the mission of applying the psalms to every area of 

life—is one we should seriously consider?  How might the psalms have a greater impact on us and 

our unbelieving neighbors if we don’t limit them to Sunday services, but instead bring them any-

where God leads us?  And in this way can we make a permanent place for God’s Word in our 

hearts?  It’s not an easy question, but it may be worth some careful thought. • 

                                                             
i More information on The Psalm Project may be obtained from their website, <http://www.thepsalmproject.com/>. 
ii Joan Huyser-Honig, “Voicing God’s Psalms: How to hear God talking, live, to anyone who will listen.”  March 4th, 2005.  
<http://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/voicing-god-s-psalms-how-to-hear-god-talking-live-to-anyone-who-will-
listen> (accessed August 16th, 2012). 
iii For an introduction to Cal Seerveld’s style of psalm versification, see numbers 22, 91, 105, 131, and 150 from the gray 1987 CRC 
Psalter Hymnal. 

 


