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Psalm of the Month 
An Introduction to the URC/OPC Psalm Proposal 

67B 
O God, show mercy to us, 

And bless us with Your grace; 
And cause to shine upon us 
The brightness of Your face. 

Classical music aficionados may quickly recognize the tune of Psalm 67B 
(THAXTED) as a famous melody from “Jupiter” in Gustav Holst’s 1919 symphonic 
suite e Planets. But you don’t have to be a lover of classical music to enjoy singing 
Psalm 67B. Indeed, since its first appearance in the Book of Psalms for Worship in 
2009, this reverent setting has become a favorite in its own denomination, the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, and beyond. 

e choice of tune for Psalm 67B is notable not just historically but also 
theologically. In Roman mythology, Jupiter was worshiped as the king of the gods 
and the bringer of jollity. However, as a false god made in man’s image, Jupiter also 
acted selfishly and capriciously, causing consternation and chaos on the earth. In 
contrast to pathetic idols, Yahweh, the one true God, is just and true in all his ways 
(Revelation 15:3). e Lord alone can bring justice and peace through his righteous 
rule. As you sing Psalm 67, rejoice in God’s unchanging character along with the 
psalmist: “Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with 
equity and guide the nations upon earth” (Psalm 67:4). 

Suggested stanzas: All 

Source: Psalm 67C in e Book of Psalms for Worship (text similar to blue Psalter 
Hymnal #121) 

Tune only: Revised Trinity Hymnal 660 

Listen to a recording: 
http://youtu.be/58W6QiTBJXE 

Digging Deeper 

emes for Studying Psalm 67 
• Proclaiming God’s gracious salvation (vv. 1,2) 

• Proclaiming God’s guiding justice (v. 4) 

• Proclaiming God’s great provision (vv. 6,7)  

• A missionary refrain (vv. 3, 5, 7) 

Seeing Christ in Psalm 67 

Psalm 67 brings to mind God’s covenantal promise to Abraham, “[I]n you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). Clearly Jesus is the 
fulfillment of both the Genesis prophecy and this psalm. e Son of God, who was 
also “the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matt. 1:1), has brought salvation to his 
people and a source of hope to the whole world. is is reason enough for the nations 
to rejoice—but Psalm 67 still looks forward, too, to the day when every knee in 
heaven and on earth bows at the name of Jesus and every tongue confesses that he is 
Lord (Philippians 2:10,11). In Andrew Bonar’s summary, Psalm 67 is “the Prayer of 
Israel for the blessing which Messiah is to bestow on them, for the sake of earth at 
large.” 

Applying Psalm 67 
• How does God’s way become known on earth (v. 2)? 

• Does God “guide the nations upon earth” today (v. 4)? If so, why do they 
not rejoice under his rule (cf. Ps. 2)? 

• How can the people of God be sure that he will bless them (v. 6)? 
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Discussing the union of text and music in the singing of God’s Word 

http://urcpsalmody.wordpress.com/ 


	Digging Deeper
	Themes for Studying Psalm 67
	Seeing Christ in Psalm 67
	Applying Psalm 67


