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Psalm of the Month 
An Introduction to the URC/OPC Psalm Proposal 

150D 
Let everything that now has breath 

Sing praise unto the Lord, sing praise. 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What better way to round out a year of psalm-singing than with the exultant 
words of the last entry in the Book of Psalms? In addition to some older settings of 
Psalm 150 from existing psalters, the URC/OPC Psalm Proposal ends with this new 
versification by URCNA minister Rev. Daniel Hyde. 

Psalms 146-150 all begin and end with the command to “Praise the Lord!” (in 
Hebrew, “Hallelujah!”). But in Psalm 150 the pace accelerates to a climax, with the 
expressions “Praise the Lord!” or “Praise him!” repeated thirteen times in only six 
verses. To bring out this facet of the psalm, Rev. Hyde chose the tune LASST UNS 

ERFREUEN (commonly associated with the hymn “All Creatures of Our God and 
King”), which includes a refrain of Hallelujahs at the end of each stanza. 

Rev. Hyde writes, “e tune LASST UNS ERFREUEN brings out the text’s mood of 
joy and praise, including the Hallelujah refrain. I’ve also chosen not to artificially 
rhyme the text so as to aid families and congregations in using this text as a ‘memory 
verse’ for the entire psalm.” 

As you sing Psalm 150D, reflect on God’s “mighty deeds” throughout history, 
including what he has done in your own life this past year. ink about how you can 
praise God in all kinds of circumstances, like the variety of instruments mentioned 
in this psalm. Use your utmost breath for his praise! 

Suggested stanzas: All 

Source: New setting by Rev. Daniel Hyde, 2001 

Tune only: Revised Trinity Hymnal 115, 289, 733 

Digging Deeper 

emes for Studying Psalm 150 
• Where to praise the Lord (v. 1) 

• Why to praise the Lord (v. 2) 

• How to praise the Lord (vv. 3-5) 

• Who should praise the Lord (v. 6) 

Seeing Christ in Psalm 150 

e connection between Christ and Psalm 150 is self-explanatory. Indeed, the 
salvation we enjoy through Jesus Christ is the most glorious of the “mighty deeds” 
(v. 2) God has wrought. Moreover, as Charles Spurgeon notes, Psalm 150 should be 
interpreted in light of “the coming of our Lord in his second advent and the raising 
of the dead.” In fact, words reminiscent of Psalm 150 are used in Revelation 19:5: 
“Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” is is not 
a song for Old Testament believers only; it is a song for God’s redeemed people of all 
time, as they look forward to the new Jerusalem itself! 

Applying Psalm 150 
• What “mighty deeds” of God might have inspired the psalmist to pen this 

psalm (v. 2)? What “mighty deeds” of God inspire you to sing today? 

• Why does the psalm mention so many different musical instruments (vv. 3-
5)? How might these commands apply to you even if you can’t play a 
musical instrument? 

• What does the command for “everything that has breath” to praise the 
Lord mean (v. 6)? 

“Join all ye living things in the eternal song. Be ye least or greatest, withhold not 
your praises. What a day will it be when all things in all places unite to glorify the 
one only living and true God! is will be the final triumph of the church of God.” 

—Charles Spurgeon on Psalm 150:6 
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Discussing the union of text and music in the singing of God’s Word 
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